Squamous carcinoma of the gums.
We reviewed a 20-year experience with squamous carcinoma of the gums in 347 patients who received definitive therapy. More than three-quarters of the lesions involved the lower gum and all but 37 patients were previously untreated. The proportion of patients with localized tumors (N0) remained the same (64 percent). Surgery continued to be the treatment of choice in 97 percent of patients, but proportionately more patients had a more conservative procedure which preserved lower jaw continuity. The 5-year determinate survival rate was little changed (54 percent). Advanced clinical stage (stages III and IV), prior dental extraction, bone invasion, and involvement of surgical margins were predictive of a lower survival rate on univariate analysis. Clinical stage was the only significant predictor of survival on multivariate analysis. The impact of adjunctive radiotherapy could not be assessed.